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U.S. law touches several areas of Japanese law
practice in Okinawa. U.S. service members .
civilian
employees, and contractors sometimes violate
local civil or criminal law. Some fail to pay agreed
spousal or child support. Local families seek to
settle inheritances including U.S. property and
beneficiaries. Local journalists, civilians, and
crime victims seek U.S. records. Local clients
may seek to contract with U.S. entities and
obtain U.S. intellectual property protection for
their work.

These clients can trigger ethical challenges.
Japanese attorneys may not meet competence or
license requirements for handling these matters.
As a result, a local client may need a Japanese
attorney to protect their interests, and an
American attorney licensed in a relevant state to
answer
U.S. law questions or represent them in a U.S.
legal forum. Understanding basic U.S. law and
learning how to research and write about
advanced topics can help Japanese attorneys
offer ethical representation.

This course explores areas of U.S. law relevant
to Japanese attorneys practicing in Okinawa.
Subject matter lectures, research, discussions,
short writing exercises, and testing can help
prepare students to take on clients with these
issues. Classes will use Microsoft Teams to

connect and Zoom where necessary.
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